By employing a long flexible stethoscope made of gutta-percha, a student may conveniently learn the natural sounds of the heart and respiration, without its being necessary for him to have a second person present, a thing sometimes inconvenient. And students and practitioners may also thus easily attend to any morbid sounds of the chest. For the sounds of the heart, and for the anterior surface of the chest, a stethoscope eighteen inches long suffices; for the posterior surface of the chest, an instrument thirty inhces long is requisite. One ot' the greater length will of course answer all purposes. The idea occurred to me on seeing the long gutta-percha tubes intended to be used by deaf persons. In the case of infectious diseases, these long stethoscopes would be safer than those of the common length.
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